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mankind with his simple graces. His unspoiled mind and
clear eyes are receptive of the comic element in human
affairs. His naive comments, spontaneous laughter, re-
sourcefulness, chivalry, gaiety, sense of fun, are the essen-
tial spirit of youth, the wisdom that comes not with age.
The sense of humour was strongly developed in the
middle decades of the nineteenth century. Between Pick"
wick (1837) and Jerome's Three Men in a Boat (1889) every
ten years may be said to have produced some outstanding
achievement in this kind: Punch began in 1841; Trollope's
Barchester Towers appeared in 1857; The Innocents Abroad
in 1869; Tartarin of Tarascon in 1872; Huckleberry Finn in
1884. Anatole France and George Bernard Shaw con-
tinued the tradition in the early twentieth century, but
in an Iron Age it tends to disappear.